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great Concern, that a Bill is 
brought into your Houſe, for limit- 
ing. the Privilege of wearing Gold 
and Silver Lace, Embroidery, and 
all Sorts of our Manufactures that 
are interwoven or mixed with Gold | 
and Silver. And ſome have re- 


ported 


— — — 
— 2 


—— — —, 


: l V — 
8 — — res mage - . 
— 2 . — 
» — 2 ry 
3 2 


” 
: £ 
- a 4 
, 
- 
* "I" ED ou". To . s 2 x, * . 1 Fs . 
. _ . . — a 8 3 C OY n. r a , lf 7 er ES 8 
7 p — e — ee "Il x - 2 — 5 — Bol peI  2 We 8 2 waa was x . * 
S fa . . EY ys : we 8 A DD A WA "A ws ; _—_— — — = 2 — 
. N Wits AB FRE RT JOE In OO es, ee, i OO 3 1 2 1 er r 3 N — ſy 1 LIT . 4 
0 E ; 4 - . . — 2 —— — — ; err 1 ine. 1 1 Ar . & * 288 e * 7 . E 2 A A D 42 = q _ - 4 
Ee, 209" . 22 n N hs; TY e © WO en Bn wc eee _ — . . 1 — 4 — 1 <” * 1 — — 
. 2 N _ * 3 5 "of * bs a — — > bs”, 7 = £ 3 — K 
— — — . ˙ 0 T ** £ 4 I ; vg 0 4 Io rag 36: WO VERY BUS REA. RES 5 
TY ES ODE Canis 5 - CID * Ne 2 3 8 1 — — 
8 4 > 4 2 — nies Phew 


| 


116 1 


2 that you came into the Mo- | 
tion. | 

I am latizfied; Sir, that a — 
man of your good Senſe and Hu- 
Re would not have engaged in 
this Bill, if you ſaw it in the Light 


it appears to me in: For to contrive 
the inevitable Ruin of many Thou- 


ſand F amilies, which are now con- 
cerned in this Manufacture, without 
any apparent Uſe to the Publick, is 
not at all agreeable t to your Clig* | 
racter. | : 

How far the Limitation may ex- 
tend, we cannot yet ſay; but we 
are told that the Intention of thoſe 
who moved it, is to ſuppreſs the 
Manufacture. Some are of opinion, 1 
that the Bill cannot paſs in this 
Shape, becauſe the Government is 
concerned in the Revenue which 
ariſes from it: But they think it 


[1711 
will be nd into a Money-Bill; 
and that the Miniſtry will accord- 


ingly Jay a high Duty upon- it; 


which, they ſay, will both. ſuppreſs 
ary An: . the rede 8 


Lu 
too. 

„hierin * * Privilege of 
wearing theſe Sort of Manufactures,” 


is a Hint borrowed, I ſuppoſe, from 
the Czarina's late Edict. And it may 
ſound well enough out of the Mouth 
of an arbitrary Princeſs; „I will 
ce be diſtinguiſhed Pb my Sub- 


« jects, though Fifty Thouſand 1 


« of them are undone. by it.” But 


how agreeable. that is to a ang 


Trading Nation, and a Free People, 
as we are, I leave you to n 
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ſeveral Branches of this Manufacture in and 


about * ONLY, amount to near Forty 5 
eee Nn! denn ene 


* - = 
ire to 
* FE. . 8 * 
: * 4 * Wes \ 


ny 
Hs 
1 BY 
io v1 
TY © 3 
1 
15 1 
1 
1 
1 
. 
1 
i148 
2 
1 
It k 
why 
11 * 
Wt: 
#37 1 
1 
wit : 
+5: yt 
: 
me - 
1 
1 
4 
1 
1 
18 
3H 
44 
1 
1 
1 
WT 
*1 
4 
1 
1 4 
mis 
t 1 
* 
—_ 
A} 
* 
. 
WM 
? 
* | fk 
* 
1 
int - 
-: 3M 
= 
11 
1 
5:2 
my 
1 
- 
1 
Mp 
'» 
., 
28 
1 
Tr 
40 
4 
= 7 
8 
1 
bb + 
8 
£24 
1 
+. 
th 
5 
3s 
: 2. 
8 
11 


1 


ea — 
— 


7 oc 
—— — 
2 


— 
— 


no — 1 N 
1 1 8 — 


— 
. ——̃ — 


— 
— — 
r 


A r r 
. 


ae 
to your Principles of Patriotiſm. 
But, in fact, Sir, the Caſe of the 
C⁊arina's Subjects and us, is widely 
different; and what was great Wil- 
dom in her, would be the Higheſt 
Folly in our Government; as ſhall 
be taken notice of by and by. For 
which Reaſon, the Bill cannot paſs 
in that Degree. But they ſay, you 
have enlarged your Scheme of Ex- 
ceptions. Let the Reſtriction be 
what it will, Sir, it will be a 1 
pernicious Thing. 1 
If the additional Duty ſhould 
take Place, as is apprehended, you 
will find you have made a very great 
Miſtake, in thinking you could 
both reſtrain the Uſe of theſe Ma- 
nufactures, and increaſe the Revenue 
too. For, I will venture to - ſay, 
that the Eighteen-pence ßer Qunce, 
PR” upon the Quantity, which 


would 


be equ al, 


CL] 
would in that Caſe: be *conſumed, 
would not be an Equivalent to the 
Six-pence per Ounce, upon the pre- 
ſent Conſumption. But, if it ſhould 


vou would then have 


gained nothing to the Revenue, and 
done a great Injury to many Thou- 


fands of the Subjects. 
you have brought in, is to confine 
the Uſe of theſe Manufactures in 
ſuch a Manner, as to 90 near to gt 

preſs it, as you ſay. 1911 
And, n are the Arguments | fav 
: ths Bill? t 7 ' 

It is ee by FRO whio do 
not comprehend the Nature of this 
Buſineſs, that it is a Loſs to the 
Nation to have ſuch a Waſte of 
Bullion, and ſuch à Quantity of 
Theſe Perſons ung 
derſtand very little of Trade: For 
what is the Silver but a Merohan- 
ao, 


1 


Silver uſeleſs. 
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dize, 
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dize, an Article of Commerce, as 


well as the Silk it is ſpun upon ? 


And it hath an Advantage in this 
Shape, that it is not lock'd up for 
many Years together, nor does it 


periſh like the Silk; but is worked 


up over and over again, and pays 


many Times the Six-pence per Ounce 


ariſing to the Government from this 
Manufacture. This, if duly conſi- 


dered, will abundantly anſwer all 
Arguments from the ſuppoſed Waſte 
or Uſeleſſneſs of the Silver. The 
very Waſte of the Silk too, which 
in that reſpect is but like other 


Manufactures that are worn out, 


hath this to be ſaid for it, that it 
affords Bread to great Numbers of 
induſtrious People, to prepare again 


what is fit for this Manufacture, and 
makes a conſiderable Addition to wy 


q And 


WW! 

And pray, Sir, give me Leave to 
aſk you, what is to become of our 
Foreign Trade in this Article? You 
will anſwer, perhaps, that a Draw- 
back is to be allowed: But this 
will by no Means do; for if you put 
any Reſtrictions, or any additional 
Impoſt upon this Manufacture, ſo 
as to diſcourage the Uſe of it, 
(which is what you would do) you 
will thereby ſo enhance the Value, 
that we cannot ſend it to a Foreign 


Market. It is not taking off the 


Eighteen- pence per Ounce that will 
reduce it to the preſent Price. Every 
Merchant can tell you, that the 
greater the Conſumption is of any 
Manufacture, the cheaper it is. PII 
give you the Reaſon: Suppoſe a 
Perſon returns Ten Thouſand Pounds 
a Year in his Buſineſs, he can ſell 


for 7 or 8 per Cent. Profit, and he 


1 4 7 Fs B = | gets 


{ =} 

gets 7 or 8007. a Year by it. But 
if he returns but One Thouſand 
Pounds, he cannot maintain his Fa- 
mily by ſo ſmall a Gain. The Ma- 
nufacturer who works three Days, 
and ſtands ſtill one, becauſe there is 
no greater Demand upon him, can- 
not. do his Work ſo cheap, as if he 
had conſtant Employment. This is 
one Reaſon, amongſt others, why 
the French underſell us in this Arti- 
ele; becauſe they having no Duty 
upon it, make greater Quantities, 
and have conſtant Employment for 
the Hands concerned in it. There- 
fore, Sir, you muſt ENCOUrage it at 
home, and we will rival our Ene- 
| mies abroad. | 
But what is till worſe, il you 
lay an additional Duty upon this 
Commodity, we ſhall have ſuch 
panics of French Goods run in 
upon 


13 ] 
upon us, in ſpite of all our Cruizers 
and Cuſtom-houſe Officers, that we 
ſhall have hardly any Manufacture 
of this Sort left; for the great Gain 
will tempt Men to run the Riſk. Tt 
is too notorious in other Inſtances, 
where high Duties are laid upon fo- 
reign Commodities. And though 
you perhaps would not buy any 
thing of this Sort, yet numbers 
would, notwithſtanding the Prohi- 
bition; and even have the Effron- 
tery to appear before their Sovereign 
dreſs'd up in this forbidden Pabrick 
of France. Though no good Rea- 
ſon can be given why the Perſon, 
who does wear ſuch a Manufacture, 
is not guilty of Felony againſt his 
Country; and why he ought not to 
be dealt with by Law in the ſame 
Manner as an Offender is, who buys 
""_ Goods, knowing them to be 
eic ſuch. 
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ſuch. | But ee 5 . . Pr. 
poſe... TOTES | 
I imagine it will hs allow'd, FR 
thoſe Manufactures are the uſeful- 
left in every Country, which are in- 
tirely work' d up at home, and which 
employ - the greateſt Number of 
Hands to perfect them. This, Sir, 
is one of the moſt conſiderable we 
have in England upon both theſe 
Accounts, and therefore worthy the 
Care of the Legilarae + to _ 
ſerve... ee 1 
But this is Luxury; $2006 uſeleſ 
Part of Dreſs. So is Velvet, and fo 
is Silk Apparel, with many other 
Things in Uſe: amongſt us; that 
is, if you deem every Thing ſuch, 
that is not neceſſary for the Purpoſes 
of human Life. And if you go on 
to attack our Manufactures one after 
another, the Ruin of your Country, 7 

Ae Ro (for 
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(for we can no longer call it ours, 
nos Patriam finn, will ous? be 
compleated: | 

You are very. careful, Yi, of 4 
few extravagant Perſons; but ſurely 
you will be tender of ſacrificing the 
Welfare of ſuch Numbers of induſ- 
trious People for their Sakes. Nei- 


ther, I dare ſay, do you, nor does 


any thinking Man believe that this 
Bill will prevent the ſpending of 
that Money, which a Man of no 
Oeconomy is willing to diſpoſe of. 
need not enumerate the many 
Ways and Means of effecting this, 
more pernicious, and more coſtly, 
becauſe more conſtant than this of 
e 5 
If the - id Look 5 * . 


for this all had n it * 85 


1 Ion "_—_ "ch 


Manu- 
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Manufacture which is imported from 
abroad, and which employs the Poor 
of another Country, it would have 
been a worthy Deſign. i 
I think, Sir, it is the Opinion of 
al Men of Senſe, that the Revoca- 
tion of the Edict of Manta was a 
great Acquiſition to us, and a great 
Loſs to France : by the Addition of 
People to this Nation, and the tranſ- 
planting of their Manufactures to 
us; which not only ſupported them, 
but found Employment for many of 
our own Subjects, by ſtriking out 
new Branches of Buſineſs ; and 
thereby © conſiderably increaſed the 
Revenue of the Crown and the 
Wealth of the Publick in general. 
But we muſt now return our good 
Friends the Favour of ſending back 
great Numbers of this uſeful Part 
of this Commonwealth. Nothing 
but 


18 


but the weighty Concern of Religi- 
ous Power could have induced the 


French Miniſtry, at that Time, to 
take ſuch a Step: But we, though 
we are not cunning enough to ward 
off the Evils they would faſten upon 
us, are yet ſo ingenious, it ſeems, as 
to counter work any Advantages that 
might be made of their ill Policy. 
We had our ſumptuary Laws in 
former Times, before we were. ſo 
great a Trading People as we now 
are, in the Reigns of Henry. IV. 
and Edward IV. which affected 
ſome inconſiderable Particulars. The 
Romans, we know, reſtrained the 


Uſe of ſome of theſe Manufac- 


tures, amongſt other Things. And 
we have heard lately, that the 
1 Carina has forbid the wearing of 


them, except to her own Family. 
And. this not. without Reaſon ; 3, as 
C they 


8 3 

they were ſupplied with all that 
they conſumed, by the Subjects of 
other Countries; the former out of 
the Looms of Perſia, and the latter 
from thoſe of France and Germany. 
But if the States of Brabant were to 
iſſue out an Edict, diſcouraging 
the Uſe of Bruſſels Lace; becauſe 
too great Sum of Money paſſed 
from one to another, by reafon of 
this Manufacture: I believe all the 
World would be een at their 
Policy. 

1 am told, Sir you —_ __ 
| Name of a Roman : But your 
Country would be obliged to you, 
if you acted the Part of a Briton. 
The Romans, you know, were not a 
People that ſubfiſted by Trade, as 
we do, but by the Plunder of con- 
quered Provinces : and, in the Time 
of their Heroiſm, were the Deſtroyers 
( of 


1 1 

of Arts and Induſtry. We are no 
Conquerors; nor is it our Intereſt to 
aim at being ſo, but to encourage 
our People in their Induſtry, and 
keep up our Manufactures as well 
as we can. Our aſpiring Neighbours 
may in time effect what you pro- 
poſe: But let us not. n the Miſ- 
chief upon our own Heads. 
To make the Buſineſs. a little 
clearer to you: We will ſuppoſe, 
for Argument's Sake, that another 
Perſecution were to ariſe in France, 
or in Flanders, amongſt the Manu- 
facturers of Cambrick, or Bruſſels 
Lace, and Thirty or Forty Thou- 
ſand of them deſired to ſettle 
amongſt us, and tranſplant their 
_- Manufactures hither. _ I believe, Sir, 
it would be the Wiſdom of our Le- 
giſlature to receive them with the 
. of Engl. ;ſbmen... Becauſe 
15 or 2 | it 
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it is an acknowledged Maxim, that 
the Strength of a Nation conſiſts in 
the Number of its Inhabitants; and 
its Treaſure is, to have as few Wants 
as poſſible to be . ee from 
abroad. 

They Auger inhabit the vaſt 


Number of empty Houſes that are 
about this City, which would eaſe 


us in the Land-Tax: They would 
eat our Bread, and be cloathed with 
our Wool, which would benefit the 


Landed Intereſt: They would take 
off Part of our Manufactures of all 


Sorts, which lie upon our Hands, 
and keep our Workmen idle for 


want of a Free Trade abroad; with 


many other Advantages, which 1 
need not mention here. But for 
theſe Conſiderations, I believe our 
Legiſlature would be 3 to re- 
ceive them. e ene 


we, 


We, Sir, are your Countrymen, 
and Fellow-Citizens: And do we 
therefore deſerve worſe at your 
Hands than Strangers would? Muſt 
we be denied the Countenance and 
Protection, which, no doubt, would 
be granted to them? Is this a No- 
nan Part? No, Sir; that wiſe, Peo- 
ple were tender of their Citizens, 
perhaps partial to them; but never 
ſurely denied them Privileges, which 
other Nations had an equitable 
Claim to. Conſider beſides, Sir, 
that very large Properties are ow 
concerned; and, if this Bill paſſes, 
as you will in a great Meaſure de- 
ſtroy ſeveral Branches of our Manu- 
facture, ſo, many Thouſands of our 
People would be turned out of a 
Livelihood already eſtabliſned. 
In a word, Sir, your great Cry 
againſt this Piece of Luxury amounts 


to 
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to no more than this, Tha? 700 
great Sum of Money paſs from one 
zo another by reaſon of this Manu- 
facture. However you dreſs up 
your Argument, this is the plain 


Senſe of what your Bill ſpecifies. 
In Anſwer to which, one may pre- 
fume to aſſert, That Money circu- 
lating in 4 Country, does not, by 
only changing Hands, impoveriſh it. 
Without ſuch a Circulation, the 
Body Politick is like the Natural 
Body, which cannot be in Health, 

unleſs the Vital Spirits are n en 
to every Member of it. * 

_ Give me Leave to enlarge a little 
upon the Injury you would do your- 
ſelves, by oppreſſing ue Nw. Ma- 
nufactures. ; 

Here are no aber Syn 
Drones, no unneceſſary Men; but 
; poo or Four Hundred of them 
live 


E 
live by the Sweat of their Brows upon 


what is annually allowed to ſeveral 


fingle: Perſons about a Court. This 
may be juſt: It is fit we ſhould 
ſupport the Dignity of the State. 
But why, Sir, would you endeavour 
to put it out of the Power of theſe 
Manufacturers to fulfil their Taſk ? 
Can they make Bricks without 
Straw? Does not the Reward of 
their Labours enable them to pay 
their Rent to the Landlord, their 
Taxes to maintain the Government, 
and to the Support of the Poor of 
their reſpective Pariſhes ; beſides the 
Aſſiſtance they give to every Branch 
of - Buſineſs whatever? How will 
the Caſe be altered, when many 
Thouſands of theſe People ſhall be- 
come the Objects of that Charity 
they uſed to beſtow! And whenever 


ou paſs this Bill, you paſs that Sen- | 
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tence upon them. Our Manufac- 


tures of all Sorts are already over- 


ſtocked with Hands, and many are 
ſtarving for Want of Employment. 


Our Poor are numerous enough, 


and more than we can well ſupport. 


Our Streets and Highways are in- 
feſted with Robbers; and our Pri- 
ſons too full to receive theſe new 


Inhabitants. as | 
To admit of "I Importation. of 


| Foreign Manufactures, and to de- 


ſtroy ſo extenſive a Branch of our 
own, is ſtrange indeed; it is ſuch 
a ſingular Piece of Policy, that of 
all the wonderful Things we have 
ſeen in our Days, : nothing has 
equalled this : Even thoſe who 


thought they ſhould wonder no 


more at any thing, do now wonder 
again. 


And 


1 3 1 

And here, Sir, I cannot but ob- 
ſerve what an extraordinary Reaſon 
is given for bringing in this Bill, be- 
ſides what is already anſwered. Be- 


cauſe, they ſay, great Quantitiet of 


Materials for making Gold and Sit 
ver Lace, &c. are im ported from 
Foreign Parts, contrary to the Laws 


of the Land. I ſuppoſe, Sir, we 


have the Liberty of making what 
Remarks we pleaſe upon any Bill, 
or any Reaſons for a Bill, which has 
not received the Sanction of Parlia- 
ment: And therefore 1 will fay, 
that this is either an egregious Miſ- 
take, or it is ſo archly expreſs'd, 
that it would puzzle, a Conjurer to 
find out the Meaning of it. But, 
no doubt it will be explained in a 
proper Place. 
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The laſt Thing I ſhall take notice 
of, is, the Perſons to be excepted. 
For theſe, they tell us, a Blank is 
left: But, we ſuppoſe, by what we 
hear is ſet forth in the Preamble to 
the Bill, of Perſons not being able 


to afford the Expence of theſe Sort 


of Manufafures, that this is done in 
kindneſs to the Dealers in them, 
that they may not truſt Perſons who 


never intend to pay. It is ſeriouſly 


ſaid, Sir, by ſome of theſe Gentle- 
men, that the Qualification ought 
to be the ſame as it is for a Seat in 
the Houſe of Commons. The Worth 
of a Juſtice of Peace is not ſufficient 
to intitle him to this Privilege. We 
are greatly obliged to the Projectors 
of this well-fancied Bill. Who they 


are that ought to be excepted, we 


could very eaſily tell them. Not a 


8 cat 
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great Number, perhaps, of thoſe 
whom they would except. For let 

a Perſon's Income be what it will, if 
he has ſo many Outlets of Expences 
that he cannot pay for the Lace 
he wears, he cannot afford Zo buy 
it. OM 

And here, Sir, I could enter into 
a + Detail of many further Evils that 
would ariſe from your lopping off 
this Piece of Ornament, or Luxury, 
as you call it, from particular Per- 
ſons; which would ſhew you that it 


would only be like the old Story of 


cutting off the Head of Hydra, in 
the Room of which many and more 
terrible ones ſprouted out. But I 


| hope I have ſaid enough already to 


| convince you, and all the Gentlemen 
of your Party, that you are engaged 
in a very bad Scheme. All that 
I ſhall add upon this Head, is, that 

D 2 we 
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we humbly intreat this Blank of Ex- 
ceptions may be filled up in a ge- 
neral Phraſe, that none ſhall be al- 
lowed to wear theſe Manufactures 
but thoſe that, according to the 
Tenour of the Bill, can afford to pay 
for them ; that is, do actually pay 
for them within Six Months after the 
Delivery of the Goods; in Failure 
| Wees they. ſhall be carried before 
ane or more of his Majeſty's Fuſtices 
of the Peace, and their Goods and 
Chartels ſhall be diſtrained for the 
Payment thereof; as they ſay is fet 
forth in the Bill upon another Ac- 
count, 
What I have 1 nd to you, 
Sir, I hope you will not take amiſs. 
I have known your Character to be 
that of a Gentleman of great Ho- 
nour and great Humanity, and 1 
: hope 
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petrified by your exalted Station, but 


that you will feel a little the Diſtro 
this Act would occaſion. | 


I will now ſpare you att 


Trouble, as I ſuppoſe your Houſe 
will ſoon be waited on by the ſeveral 


Companies concerned in theſe” Ma- 


nufactures, with more Particulars 
than I have mentioned; not as ſturdy 
Beggars, but with that Submiſſion 
and Reſpect which ought always 
| to be paid to your auguſt Aﬀem- 


bly. For you are our Guardians 
and our Lawgivers too. And as we 


very well know, that you yourſelf, 


notwithſtanding the preſent Miſtake, 
and a great Majority of your Houſe 


are the Friends of Liberty, we pre- 


ſume to ſay, that we ſhould do you 
an Injuſtice to imagine, that you will 
ee „ not 
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„ 
not favour us in ſo juſt a Cauſe. 
For, to ſiſpect thoſe of ill Deſigns, 
who intend nothing but our Welfare 
and Happineſs, is, in ſome meaſure, 
not to deſerve their Protection. 


I am, SIR, 
Your moſt obedient, 
Humble Servant, 


A MANUFACTURER, 


27 W 59 
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